CEFR A2-B1

OLLY RICHARDS

1[0) ]

Conversations
in Simple

Short, Natural
Dialogues to Improve
Your

From Home

eCVWERLZ







CEFR A2-B1

OLLY RICHARDS

101

Conversations
in Simple

Short, Natural
Dialogues to Improve

From Home




101

CONVERSATIONS IN SIMPLE

ITALIAN

Short Natural Dialogues to Boost Your

Confidence & Improve Your Spoken

Italian

by Olly Richards

Edited by Connie Au-Yeung & Eleonora Calviello

Copyright © 2020 Olly Richards Publishing Ltd.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
distributed or transmitted in any form or by any means, including
photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without
the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief
quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other non-commercial
uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the

publisher:

Olly Richards Publishing Ltd.



Trademarked names appear throughout this book. Rather than use a
trademark symbol with every occurrence of a trademarked name, names are
used in an editorial fashion, with no intention of infringement of the
respective owner’s trademark.

The information in this book is distributed on an “as is” basis, without
warranty. Although every precaution has been taken in the preparation of
this work, neither the author nor the publisher shall have any liability to any
person or entity with respect to any loss or damage caused or alleged to be
caused directly or indirectly by the information contained in this book.

101 Conversations in Simple Italian: Short Natural Dialogues to Boost Your
Confidence & Improve Your Spoken Italian

FREE STORYLEARNING® KIT

Discover how to learn foreign languages faster & more effectively through
the power of story.

Your free video masterclasses, action guides & handy printouts include: A
simple six-step process to maximise learning from reading in a foreign
language

How to double your memory for new vocabulary from stories Planning
worksheet (printable) to learn faster by reading more consistently

Listening skills masterclass: “How to effortlessly understand audio from
stories”


mailto:olly@storylearning.com

How to find willing native speakers to practise your language with To claim
your FREE StoryLearning® Kit, visit:

wwuw.storylearning.com/kit

WE DESIGN OUR BOOKS TO BE

INSTAGRAMMABLE!

Post a photo of your new book to Instagram using

#storylearning and you’ll get an entry into our monthly book giveaways!

Tag us @storylearningpress to make sure we see you!

BOOKS BY OLLY RICHARDS

Olly Richards writes books to help you learn languages through the power of
story. Here is a list of all currently available titles: Short Stories in Danish
For Beginners

Short Stories in Dutch For Beginners

Short Stories in English For Beginners

Short Stories in French For Beginners

Short Stories in German For Beginners


http://www.storylearning.com/kit

Short Stories in Icelandic For Beginners

Short Stories in Italian For Beginners

Short Stories in Norwegian For Beginners

Short Stories in Brazilian Portuguese For Beginners Short Stories in
Russian For Beginners

Short Stories in Spanish For Beginners

Short Stories in Swedish For Beginners

Short Stories in Turkish For Beginners Short Stories in Arabic for
Intermediate Learners Short Stories in English for Intermediate Learners
Short Stories in Italian for Intermediate Learners Short Stories in Korean
for Intermediate Learners Short Stories in Spanish for Intermediate
Learners 101 Conversations in Simple English

101 Conversations in Simple French

101 Conversations in Simple German

101 Conversations in Simple Italian

101 Conversations in Simple Spanish

101 Conversations in Intermediate English

101 Conversations in Intermediate French

101 Conversations in Intermediate German



101 Conversations in Intermediate Italian

101 Conversations in Intermediate Spanish 101 Conversations in Mexican
Spanish

101 Conversations in Social Media Spanish

Climate Change in Simple Spanish

World War II in Simple Spanish

All titles are also available as audiobooks. Just search your favourite store!

For more information visit Olly's author page at:

wwuw.storylearning.com/books

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Olly Richards is a foreign language expert and teacher. He speaks eight
languages and has authored over 30 books. He has appeared in international
press, from the BBC and the Independent to El Pais and Gulf News. He has
featured in language documentaries and authored language courses for the
Open University.


http://www.storylearning.com/books

Olly started learning his first foreign language at the age of 19, when he
bought a one-way ticket to Paris. With no exposure to languages growing up,
and no natural talent for languages, Olly had to figure out how to learn
French from scratch. Twenty years later, Olly has studied languages from
around the world and is considered an expert in the field.

Through his books and website, StoryLearning.com, Olly is known for
teaching languages through the power of story — including the book you are

holding in your hands right now!

You can find out more about Olly, including a library of free training, at his
website:

wwuw.storylearning.com

CONTENTS

Introduction

How to Use this Book

The Five-Step Reading Process

Mistero a Roma

Character Profiles

Introduction to the Story

1. Nina e Alice

2. Il viaggio al mercato



http://www.storylearning.com/
https://www.storylearning.com/

3. Al mercato Anticaglie

4. La bancarella del signor Remo Ricci

5. Dei disegni molto speciali

6. Come sono arrivati qui?

7. La chiamata

8. Un uomo sospetto

9. La notizia

10. Il secondo furto

11. Nina e Alice al bar

12. Il passo successivo

13. Nella villa di Lorenzo Reali

14. La ricompensa

15. La chiave

16. L’investigazione

17. L'interruzione

18. Lorenzo e Marianna



19. La seconda collezione

20. [’addetto alle pulizie

21. La scatola di metallo

22. Carlo

23. Il giardiniere

24. Ferdinando

25. Il primo sospetto

26. I cuochi

27. La discussione

28. La tata

29. I’addetto alla sicurezza

30. Daniel

31. Le registrazioni

32. La persona delle registrazioni

33. Due cappelli

34. Le conclusioni




35. 11 ritorno in salotto di Nina e Marianna Reali

36. La promessa

37. Alice racconta a Nina quello che sa

38. Nina racconta ad Alice quello che sa

39. Eccolo li di nuovo!

41. 11 vicolo

42. La bancarella dei libri d’arte

43. Faccia a faccia con 'uomo col cappello

44. 11 Club degli storici

45. Cosa faceva 'uomo col cappello al mercato

46. Cosa ha fatto dopo I'uomo col cappello

47.1 sospetti

48. L’'uomo col cappello sparisce

49. Adele al mercato

50. Di nuovo alla bancarella di Remo Ricci



51. Il ricordo

52. Nina e Alice non credono al signor Remo Ricci

53. Al ristorante

54. 11 piano di Nina e Alice

55. Di nuovo a casa di Lorenzo Reali

56. La prova

57. 11 pianto

58. La confessione di Marianna

59. Il baratto

60. Little Nemo

61. Il pentimento di Marianna

62. La richiesta di Marianna a Remo Ricci

63. 11 perdono

64. La polizia

65. La chiamata telefonica

66. L’incontro al parco




67. 1l piano con la detective Santoro

68. L’interrogatorio

69. Un nuovo sospetto

70. La ricerca di Emanuele Valverde
71. L'ultima posizione

72. 11 viaggio a Napoli

73. La Fiera d’arte di Napoli

74. L'inseguimento

75. Emanuele Valverde

76. La storia di Emanuele

77. La chiamata inesistente

78. L'inganno

79. 1l viaggio di ritorno

80. La fuga

81. L'inseguimento

82. Le biciclette




83. La caduta

84. 1l piano al volo

85. La distrazione

86. La discussione

89. La valigetta

90. Remo Ricci riprende conoscenza

91. L’arresto di Remo Ricci

92. La restituzione delle opere

93. La donazione

94. La ricompensa

95. L'inaugurazione

96. L’offerta

97. La seconda offerta

98. 1l discorso di Lorenzo Reali




99. La mappa

100. Un invito speciale

101. I Reali

INTRODUCTION

If you've ever tried speaking Italian with a stranger, chances are it wasn’t
easy! You might have felt tongue-tied when you tried to recall words or verb
conjugations. You might have struggled to keep up with the conversation,
with Italian words flying at you at 10o0mph. Indeed, many students report
feeling so overwhelmed with the experience of speaking Italian in the real
world that they struggle to maintain motivation. The problem lies with the
way Italian is usually taught. Textbooks and language classes break Italian
down into rules and other “nuggets” of information in order to make it easier
to learn. But that can leave you with a bit of a shock when you come to
actually speak Italian out in the real world: “People don’t speak like they do
in my textbooks!” That’s why I wrote this book.

101 Conversations in Simple Italian prepares you to speak Italian in the real
world. Unlike the contrived and unnatural dialogues in your textbook, the
101 authentic conversations in this book offer you simple but authentic
spoken Italian that you can study away from the pressure of face-to-face
conversation. The conversations in this book tell the story of six people in
Madrid. You'll experience the story by following the conversations the
characters have with one another. Written entirely in spoken Italian, the
conversations give you the authentic experience of reading real Italian in a
format that is convenient and accessible for a beginner (A2 on the Common
European Framework of Reference).



The extensive, story-based format of the book helps you get used to spoken
Italian in a natural way, with the words and phrases you see gradually
emerging in your own spoken Italian as you learn them naturally through
your reading. The book is packed with engaging learning material including
short dialogues that you can finish in one sitting, helpful English definitions
of difficult words, scene-setting introductions to each chapter to help you
follow along, and a story that will have you gripped until the end. These
learning features allow you to learn and absorb new words and phrases, and
then activate them so that, over time, you can remember and use them in

your own spoken Italian. You'll never find another way to get so much
practice with real, spoken Italian!

Suitable for beginners and intermediate learners alike, 101 Conversations in
Simple Italian is the perfect complement to any Italian course and will give
you the ultimate head start for using Italian confidently in the real world!

Whether you're new to Italian and looking for an entertaining challenge, or
you have been learning for a while and want to take your speaking to the
next level, this book is the biggest step forward you will take in your Italian
this year.

If you're ready, let’s get started!
HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

There are many possible ways to use a resource such as this, which is written
entirely in Italian. In this section, I would like to offer my suggestions for
using this book effectively, based on my experience with thousands of
students and their struggles.



There are two main ways to work with content in a foreign language: 1.
Intensively

2. Extensively

Intensive learning is when you examine the material in great detail, seeking
to understand all the content - the meaning of vocabulary, the use of
grammar, the pronunciation of difficult words, etc. You will typically spend
much longer with each section and, therefore, cover less material overall.

Traditional classroom learning, generally involves intensive learning.

Extensive learning is the opposite of intensive. To learn extensively is to
treat the material for what it is — not as the object of language study, but
rather as content to be enjoyed and appreciated. To read a book for pleasure
is an example of extensive reading. As such, the aim is not to stop and study
the language that you find, but rather to read (and complete) the book.

There are pros and cons to both modes of study and, indeed, you may use a
combination of both in your approach.

However, the “default mode” for most people is to study intensively. This is
because there is the inevitable temptation to investigate anything you do not
understand in the pursuit of progress and hope to eliminate all mistakes.

Traditional language education trains us to do this. Similarly, it is not
obvious to many readers how extensive study can be effective. The
uncertainty and ambiguity can be uncomfortable: “There’s so much I don’t
understand!”

In my experience, people have a tendency to drastically overestimate what
they can learn from intensive study, and drastically underestimate what they



can gain from extensive study. My observations are as follows: Intensive
learning: Although it is intuitive to try to “learn”

something you don’t understand, such as a new word, there is no guarantee
you will actually manage to “learn” it! Indeed, you will be familiar with the
feeling of trying to learn a new word, only to forget it shortly afterwards!
Studying intensively is also time- consuming meaning you can’t cover as
much material.

Extensive learning: By contrast, when you study extensively, you cover
huge amounts of material and give yourself exposure to much more content
in the language than you otherwise would. In my view, this is the primary
benefit of extensive learning. Given the immense size of the task of learning
a foreign language, extensive learning is the only way to give yourself the
exposure to the language that you need in order to stand a chance of
acquiring it. You simply can’t learn everything you need in the classroom!

When put like this, extensive learning may sound quite compelling!

However, there is an obvious objection: “But how do I learn when I'm not
looking up or memorising things?” This is an understandable doubt if you
are used to a traditional approach to language study. However, the truth is
that you can learn an extraordinary amount passively as you read and listen
to the language, but only if you give yourself the opportunity to do so!

Remember, you learned your mother tongue passively. There is no reason
you shouldn’t do the same with a second language!

Here are some of the characteristics of studying languages extensively:

Aim for completion When you read material in a foreign language, your
first job is to make your way through from beginning to end. Read to the end



of the chapter or listen to the entire audio without worrying about things you
don’t understand. Set your sights on the finish line and don’t get distracted.

This is a vital behaviour to foster because it trains you to enjoy the material

before you start to get lost in the details. This is how you read or listen to
things in your native language, so it’s the perfect thing to aim for!

Read for gist The most effective way to make headway through a piece of
content in another language is to ask yourself: “Can I follow the gist of what’s
going on?” You don’t need to understand every word, just the main ideas. If
you can, that’s enough! You're set! You can understand and enjoy a great
amount with gist alone, so carry on through the material and enjoy the
feeling of making progress! If

the material is so hard that you struggle to understand even the gist, then my
advice for you would be to consider easier material.

Don’t look up words As tempting as it is to look up new words, doing so
robs you of time that you could spend reading the material. In the extreme,
you can spend so long looking up words that you never finish what you’re
reading. If you come across a word you don’t understand... Don’t worry!

Keep calm and carry on. Focus on the goal of reaching the end of the
chapter. You’ll probably see that difficult word again soon, and you might
guess the meaning in the meantime!

Don’t analyse grammar Similarly to new words, if you stop to study
verb tenses or verb conjugations as you go, you’ll never make any headway
with the material. Try to notice the grammar that’s being used (make a
mental note) and carry on. Have you spotted some unfamiliar grammar? No
problem. It can wait. Unfamiliar grammar rarely prevents you from



