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To the classrooms that have become my second home, and to the brilliant young minds  
that grace them. Your thirst for learning and your unwavering spirit continue to inspire me,  

day after day. This book is for you, the next generation of designers.

– Barbara Tulissi
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Preface

Canva is a powerful and intuitive design platform that has revolutionized the way we create visual 
content. From social media posts and presentations to marketing and printed materials, Canva provides 
a wide range of tools and templates to help users of all skill levels bring their creative visions to life.

The Canva Cookbook takes this user-friendly platform to the next level, providing a comprehensive 
guide to harnessing the full potential of Canva. It starts with how to create a brand, before delving into 
recipes, instructions, and practical tips to help you create stunning visuals that captivate your audience.

By the end, the Canva Cookbook will be your go-to resource for mastering this versatile tool and 
elevating your design game.

Who this book is for
This book is aimed at passionate designers with a basic understanding of Canva who want to use the 
platform to elevate their visual communication skills and create engaging, creative projects. Specifically, 
this book focuses on entrepreneurs who would like to elevate their design skills to help develop a 
personal or professional brand. This book is also useful for graphic designers, social media managers, 
and content creators who want to align their designs with an already-established brand.

What this book covers
In Chapter 1, Introducing Canva and Its Interface, we’ll dive into the heart of Canva: its intuitive 
interface. We’ll explore the layout, key features, and essential tools that will empower you to create 
stunning designs.

In Chapter 2, Creating Your Brand and Shaping It in Canva, you’ll learn how to craft a strong brand 
identity by defining your brand’s scope, vision, mission, and values.  We’ll explore the most common 
brand archetypes, and guide you through the process of creating a brand style guide that will ensure 
consistency across all your marketing materials.

In Chapter 3, Personalizing Your Social Media Presence, you’ll learn how to create a cohesive and 
visually consistent brand identity across all your social media platforms.
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In Chapter 4, Crafting Engaging Social Content, we’ll explore strategies to craft engaging social media 
profiles and posts that resonate with your audience.

In Chapter 5, Creating Impactful Presentations, you’ll learn how to design captivating presentations that 
inform, inspire, and engage your audience. We’ll explore the art of storytelling, the power of visuals, 
and the importance of effective communication to create presentations that leave a lasting impression.

In Chapter 6, Crafting Captivating Videos, you’ll discover how to create stunning videos using Canva’s 
video editing tools, including how to add text and music. You’ll also learn how to create GIFs and 
generate subtitles, and how to utilize Canva with Capcut to create video labels.

In Chapter 7, Mastering Eye-Catching, Stop-Scrolling Ads, you’ll learn how to design attention-grabbing 
ads that stop users from scrolling and drive up engagement.

In Chapter 8, Developing Effective Marketing Documents, you’ll learn how to create professional and 
persuasive marketing documents using Canva, including flyers and invoices.

In Chapter 9, Ensuring Accessibility and Inclusivity in Your Designs, we’ll explore the importance of 
creating inclusive designs that are accessible to everyone. We’ll discuss key accessibility guidelines, as 
well as Canva’s Design Accessibility Checker, alternative text, and captions.

In Chapter 10, Designing Print-Ready Materials, we’ll dive into the world of print design and learn how 
to prepare your Canva designs for professional printing, including how to use Canva’s print service.

In Chapter 11, Unlocking the Power of Magic Studio, you’ll discover the magic of Canva’s AI features 
to speed up and elevate your creative projects to new heights.

To get the most out of this book

Software/hardware covered 
in the book Operating system requirements

Canva
Canva works on your browser and allows you to save projects directly 
in the cloud. You do not need to download the Canva app for your 
laptop; however, I do recommend the app when using a mobile.

This book will largely cover the free Canva features; however, we will be discussing some of the Canva 
Pro features. Having the paid subscription helps you work faster and smarter but, when possible, I 
will give you some free alternatives to the Pro features.
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Accessing the book’s links
In this book, you will find some useful resources that I will link to in every chapter. You can also 
find them all here, so save this link for later: https://caffecanva.my.canva.site/
barbaratulissi.

Conventions used
There are a number of text conventions used throughout this book.

Bold: Indicates a new term, an important word, or words that you see onscreen. For instance, words 
in menus or dialog boxes appear in bold. Here is an example: “In your project, click File and select 
Show rulers and guides”

Code in text: Indicates folder names, filenames, file extensions, pathnames, and user input. Here 
is an example: “Navigate to Canva’s home page and search for Infographic in the search bar.”

Tips or important notes
Appear like this.

Get in touch
Feedback from our readers is always welcome.

General feedback: If you have questions about any aspect of this book, email us at customercare@
packtpub.com and mention the book title in the subject of your message.

Errata: Although we have taken every care to ensure the accuracy of our content, mistakes do happen. 
If you have found a mistake in this book, we would be grateful if you would report this to us. Please 
visit www.packtpub.com/support/errata and fill in the form.

Piracy: If you come across any illegal copies of our works in any form on the internet, we would 
be grateful if you would provide us with the location address or website name. Please contact us at 
copyright@packt.com with a link to the material.

If you are interested in becoming an author: If there is a topic that you have expertise in and you 
are interested in either writing or contributing to a book, please visit authors.packtpub.com.

https://caffecanva.my.canva.site/barbaratulissi
https://caffecanva.my.canva.site/barbaratulissi
mailto:customercare@packtpub.com
mailto:customercare@packtpub.com
http://www.packtpub.com/support/errata
mailto:copyright@packt.com
http://authors.packtpub.com
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Share Your Thoughts
Once you’ve read Canva Cookbook, we’d love to hear your thoughts! Please click here to go straight 
to the Amazon review page for this book and share your feedback.

Your review is important to us and the tech community and will help us make sure we’re delivering 
excellent quality content.

https://packt.link/r/1-801-07530-1
https://packt.link/r/1-801-07530-1
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Download a free PDF copy of this book
Thanks for purchasing this book!

Do you like to read on the go but are unable to carry your print books everywhere?

Is your eBook purchase not compatible with the device of your choice?

Don’t worry, now with every Packt book you get a DRM-free PDF version of that book at no cost.

Read anywhere, any place, on any device. Search, copy, and paste code from your favorite technical 
books directly into your application.

The perks don’t stop there, you can get exclusive access to discounts, newsletters, and great free content 
in your inbox daily

Follow these simple steps to get the benefits:

1.	 Scan the QR code or visit the link below

https://packt.link/free-ebook/9781801075305

2.	 Submit your proof of purchase

3.	 That’s it! We’ll send your free PDF and other benefits to your email directly

https://packt.link/free-ebook/9781801075305




1
Introducing Canva  

and Its Interface

Imagine turning your creative ideas into professional-looking visual content, even if you have no 
design experience. Sounds impossible, right? Wrong! That’s the magic of Canva, a user-friendly design 
platform that democratizes graphic design for everyone.

I am Barbara, a professional designer and your Canva coach, and this first chapter serves as your 
gateway to the exciting world of Canva. Here, we’ll delve into its core features, navigate the interface, 
and equip you with essential design principles.

Think of Canva as your portable design studio, accessible on your computer, tablet, or even phone. 
Sure, the interface might get a makeover every now and then (think of it as a fun fashion update!), 
but the core features remain the same.

In this chapter, we’ll cover the following topics:

•	 Discovering Canva’s main interfaces

•	 Incorporating external resources and reviewing Canva’s limits

•	 Implementing useful shortcuts


