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To the student

English Grammar in Use Supplementary Exercises is for intermediate and advanced students who 
want extra practice in grammar, without help from a teacher.

There are 200 exercises in this new edition. Each exercise relates to a unit or units in English 

Grammar in Use Fifth Edition, with the unit number(s) at the top of the page. All the answers are  
given in the Key (pages 121–138). Some exercises ask you to use your own ideas. For these, you can 
check the Example answers in the Key. You can use this book if you don’t have English Grammar in  

Use, but for an explanation of the grammar points, you need to check in English Grammar in Use.

The grammar points covered in this book are not in order of difficulty, so you can go straight to the 
parts where you need the most practice. Where there are several exercises on one grammar point, 
however, the easier ones come first. It’s a good idea to do each exercise, check your answers and 
then go on to the next one.

Many of the exercises are in the form of emails, notes, conversations or short articles. You can use 
these as models for writing or speaking practice.

To the teacher

English Grammar in Use Supplementary Exercises offers extra practice of most of the grammar 
points covered in English Grammar in Use Fifth Edition. Much of the language is contextualised 
within dialogues, emails, notes, articles etc., encouraging students to consider meaning as well as 
form. The book can be used as self-study material or as a basis for further practice in class or as 
homework.

The book is designed for students who have already worked through the exercises in English Grammar 

in Use (or elsewhere) which are relevant to their needs, but who need more, or more challenging, 
practice. It is particularly useful for revision work.

The exercises are organised in the same order as the units of English Grammar in Use, and the 
numbers of the relevant English Grammar in Use units are shown at the top of each page. Within 
each group of exercises there is a progression from easier to more challenging, including exercises 
where students are encouraged to use their own ideas. The contextualised exercises can be used 
as models or springboards for speaking and writing practice of a freer nature.
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Units

Complete the webpage with the present continuous form of the verbs from the box.

hold  offer  organise  perform  play  sing

What’s on in Hampton this week? GALLERY

CONTACT US

The Arena 
The world famous 
Company of Knights   
(1) is performing  a 
breathtaking horseback 
show from Wednesday to 
Saturday at 7.30 pm.

The Pavilion
Local jewellers  
(4)  their 
Summer Sale this Sunday 
from 10 am to 2 pm.

Shoppers’ Paradise (off Main Street)
All shoe shops  
(5)  the chance to  
buy one pair get one pair 
free every day this week!

Hampton College of Further Education
The education department 
(6)  an open day 
on Thursday – discover 
their range of full- and 
part-time courses.

Hampton Sports Stadium
Hampton Juniors football 
team (3)  against 
a team from Germany at 
11 am on Sunday.

City Hall
Elisa Gonzalez  
(2)  songs from 
Brazil, Argentina and 
Mexico on Friday at 7 pm.

Complete the sentences with the present continuous form of the verbs.

A jenny: Hi, Zoe! (1) Are you waiting  (you / wait) for the London train? 

zoe: No, (2)  (I / meet) my mother off the train from Bristol.

B mandy: (3)  (this music / disturb) you? 

james: No, not at all. (4)  (I / enjoy) it.

C tom: (5)  (anyone / use) this room today? 

ellie: (6)  (We / have) a meeting here after lunch, but it’s free now.

D nina: Why (7)  (those people / shout)? 

finn: (8)  (They / demonstrate) against the new taxes.

E ben: (9)  (you / apply) for university? 

craig: (10)  (I / think) about it, but I haven’t decided yet.

F ava: (11)  (Jane / leave) work early today? 

kate: Yes, (12)  (she / fly) to Brussels at five o’clock.

G josh: (13)  (you / come) to the party on Thursday? 

max: No, (14)  (I / work) late, unfortunately.

1

2

Present continuous and present simple
(I am doing and I do)

Units
1–4, 

19, 25
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Units
137- 
145

Present continuous and present simple

Complete the description using the correct present continuous form of the verbs in the 

box.  Sometimes you need the negative.  Use some of the verbs more than once.

enjoy  hang  lie  look  stay  sit  turn  wear

The Bellelli Family by Edgar Degas

This is a painting of two sisters, Giulia and Giovanna, with their mother, Laura, and father, Gennaro.  

Gennaro (1) is sitting  in an armchair by a desk.  He (2)  towards 

his family.  Laura and Giulia (3)  at something behind Gennaro, but Giovanna 

(4)  out of the picture towards the artist.  Giulia (5)   

on a chair with one foot on the floor.  Both the girls look rather serious.  Perhaps they  

(6)  very still for the artist and they (7)  that!  

The girls and their mother all have black dresses and the girls (8)  white 

aprons, but their mother (9)  an apron.  In the room we can see a picture 

which (10)  on the wall behind Laura and some papers which  

(11)  on the desk. 

Choose a picture or photograph you like and describe what is happening in it.4

3

Units
1–4, 

19, 25
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Units
Present continuous and present simple

Complete the text with the present simple form of the verbs.

What is an eclipse?
A solar eclipse (1) happens  (happen) when the moon  

(2)  (pass) in front of the sun.  This only  

(3)  (take) place when there is a new moon.  

It (4)  (last) for up to 7.5 minutes.

During a solar eclipse, it is dark.  The birds (5)   

(not sing), and animals (6)  (keep) still and quiet.  

A solar eclipse (7)  (not happen) very often, and most  

people (8)  (enjoy) seeing one.  However, it’s important not  

to look straight at the sun.  If you (9)  (not remember) this,  

you can damage your eyes. 

A lunar eclipse (10)  (occur) when the earth’s shadow  

(11)  (fall) on the moon.  The moon (12)   

(look) dim until it (13)  (come) out from the shadow.

Complete the questions with the present simple form of the verbs.

1 Which day of the week do you go  

(you / go) to your yoga class?     
On Thursdays.

2       What time  

(the bank / shut)?        
I think it’s five o’clock 

on weekdays.

3       

(your flat / have) air conditioning?
     

Yes, we really need 

it in summer.

4      How often  

(you / see) your brother?      
Nearly every weekend.

5     Why  

(you / not / drive) to work every day?      
Because the traffic’s so 

bad, it’s quicker by bike.

6   Where  

(your sister / keep) her phone charger?
     On that shelf beside the TV.

7   (you / not / want) 

a cup of coffee? You look tired.      
No, I’m OK thanks.

8      How many hours 

(you / work) in a week?      
About thirty-five, usually.

9      How long  

(you / spend) at the gym?      
At least one hour 

most evenings.

10      (the souvenir 

shop / not / sell) stamps?      
No, only postcards.

5

6

Units
1–4, 

19, 25

English Grammar in Use Supplementary Exercises4



Units
137- 
145

Present continuous and present simple

Choose the correct alternative.

Hi Kai

(1) I’m having / I have a great time here in Canada.  My MSc course  (2) isn’t starting / doesn’t 

start until next month, at the beginning of September, so (3) I’m making / I make use of the time 

to get to know the place.  (4) I’m staying / I stay near Vancouver with Ryan, my Canadian cousin.  

He and and his brother Liam (5) are owning / own a software business. 

In the evenings (6) we’re driving / we drive into the city and go clubbing or see a movie.   

(7) I’m making / I make a lot of new friends.  (8) I’m thinking / I think my pronunciation is much  

better already, and (9) I’m understanding / I understand almost everything.  On weekdays  

(10) I’m helping / I help Liam.  At the moment (11) he’s working / he works on their new website 

and (12) he’s needing / he needs help with it.  (13) I’m learning / I learn some useful stuff about 

how people (14) are doing / do business in this country. 

(15) Do you come / Are you coming to see me?  (16) I’m spending / I spend the winter holiday 

skiing with Ryan and Liam.  (17) They’re wanting / They want to meet you and there’s plenty  

of space.  You must bring lots of warm clothes because (18) it’s getting / it gets really cold here  

in the winter.  Let me know as soon as (19) you’re deciding / you decide.  And tell me what  

(20) you’re doing / you do these days. 

See you in December, I hope.

Pedro

From: 

To: 

Subject:

Pedro Martinez pm3@rygl.com

Kai Muller

Hi from Canada

Choose words from the box and make sentences ending as shown.  Use verbs in the 

present continuous or present simple and any other words you need.

I  My best friend  My boss  My boyfriend  My classmates  My family

My father  My sister  My wife  None of my friends  Our children

Our next-door neighbour  Our teacher  Several of my colleagues

1 My boyfriend is studying for his final exams  this term.

2 My sister doesn’t go to the cinema  very often.

3 My classmates aren’t talking much  right now.

4  this year.

5  every week.

6  at the moment.

7  this year.

8  at weekends.

9  this term.

10  right now.

7

8

Units
1–4, 

19, 25
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Units
Present continuous and present simple

Put the verbs into the correct form: present continuous or present simple.

Tony Hunt, a journalist, is interviewing Leila Markham, an environmental scientist.

tony:  So tell me, Leila, why is it important to save the 

rainforests?

leila:  There are so many reasons.  One reason is that  

lots of the plants which (1) grow  (grow) in the 

rainforest could be useful in medicine.  

We (2)  (not / know) all 

the plants, but there are tens of thousands of them. 

Chemists and doctors (3)  

(try) to discover their secrets before they are destroyed.

tony: I see.  What other reasons are there?

leila:  Well, scientists (4)  (believe) that the rainforests  

(5)  (have) an influence on the world’s weather systems and this 

(6)  (help) to slow down global warming.  But, unfortunately,  

these days the forests (7)  (disappear) at a terrifying rate and we  

(8)  (not / do) enough to save them. 

tony:  What is the main danger of global warming, in your opinion?

leila:  The polar regions (9)   

(consist) of millions of tons of ice.  

If they (10)  (melt), the  

level of the sea will rise and cause terrible floods.  Most  

scientists (11)  (agree) that  

global temperatures (12)   

(already / rise).  We must do everything we can to  

prevent global warming, and that includes preserving the rainforests!

tony: Thank you, Leila, and good luck in your campaign.

leila: Thank you.

Tick (✓) the sentences which are correct.  In some pairs, one sentence is correct.  In other 

pairs, both sentences are correct.

1 What do you think of my hair? ✓ What are you thinking of my hair?

2 You look great today! You’re looking great today!

3 Do you enjoy your meal? Are you enjoying your meal?

4 I think of selling my car. I’m thinking of selling my car.

5 Where do you live? Where are you living?

6 I don’t believe his story. I’m not believing his story.

7 The students seem tired today. The students are seeming tired today.

8 He weighs 80 kilos. He’s weighing 80 kilos.

9 How often do you play tennis? How often are you playing tennis?

10 My brother looks for a new job. My brother is looking for a new job.

9

10

Units
1–4, 

19, 25
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Units
137- 
145

Past simple and past continuous
(I did and I was doing)

Last week John went to Scotland on a business trip.  Read his diary for last week.   

Then complete the report he sent to his boss using the past simple.

11

Think about what you did one day last week.  Complete the diary below.  Then write a 

report using the past simple.

12

File  Edit  View  Help

6 MARCH
Thursday

am 
• fly to Edinburgh
• have lunch with Scottish 
 sales team

pm 

• visit two factories
• discuss last series of  
 adverts with marketing  
 manager (not keen on them)

7 MARCH
Friday

am 
• drive to Glasgow
• meet architects – look  
 at new office plans 

pm  

• go to see new office  
 building 
• invite architects to  
 dinner (not free) 
• catch overnight train to  
 London

File  Edit  View  Help

am 

lunch 

pm 

dinner

evening

Day:

Name:

On  morning 

Units

5–6

I (1) flew  to Edinburgh on Thursday morning and  

(2)  lunch with the Scottish sales team.  

Then I (3)  our two factories there and  

(4)  our last series of adverts with the  

marketing manager.  He (5)  keen on  

them, unfortunately. 

On Friday morning I (6)  to Glasgow  

and (7)  the architects.  We  

(8)  at the new office plans and in the  

afternoon we (9)  to see the new office  

building.  I (10)  the architects  

to dinner, but they (11)  free.  

I (12)  the overnight train back to London.

From: 

To: 

Subject:

John Hutchings

Simon Sato

Visit to Scotland 6 & 7 March

7English Grammar in Use Supplementary Exercises



Units
Past simple and past continuous

Use the words given to make sentences.  Do not change the order of the words.  Use only 

the past simple or past continuous.

13

Units

Katie / phone / the takeaway when the  

pizza / arrive

Katie phoned the takeaway when 

the pizza arrived.

when Danny / arrive / we / pay / the bill

When Danny arrived, we were

paying the bill.

while he / walk / in the mountains, Harry /  
see / a bear

the students / play / a game when the  
professor / arrive

Oliver / phone / the fire brigade when the  
cooker / catch fire

when the starter / fire her pistol / the race /  
begin

I / walk / home when it / start / to snow Andy / have / lunch in a cafe when Jade / phone

We can’t eat it 

because it’s cold.

Sorry I’m so late.

Please send  

the fire brigade!

1

3

2

4

5 6

7 8
ANDY

DANNY

HARRY

Hi Jade!

5–6

OLIVER

English Grammar in Use Supplementary Exercises8



Units
137- 
145

Past simple and past continuous

Choose the correct alternative.14

Is it true that Sir Isaac Newton understood gravity because an apple (1) fell / was falling on his head 

when he (2) lay / was lying under a tree in his garden?  Probably not.  However, many great and small 

discoveries are the result of lucky accidents …

One day in 1879 chemist Constantin Fahlberg (3) didn’t wash / wasn’t washing his hands before dinner. 

While he (4) ate / was eating he (5) noticed / was noticing that the bread (6) tasted / was tasting sweet. 

The sweetness was saccharin.

Alexander Fleming (7) became / was becoming interested in the control of bacteria while he 

(8) worked / was working as a doctor during the First World War.  In 1928 he (9) tidied / was tidying his 

laboratory when he (10) saw / was seeing that one of the dirty dishes (11) didn’t have / wasn’t having 

any bacteria on it, but that something else (12) grew / was growing there.  It was penicillin.

In 1930 dietician Ruth Wakefield (13) prepared / was preparing some cookies for guests when she  

(14) realised / was realising that she had no chocolate powder.  She (15) decided / was deciding to use 

small pieces of ordinary chocolate instead.  The chocolate pieces (16) didn’t melt / wasn’t melting, and 

the first chocolate chip cookies were a great success.

Dr Percy Spencer was a physicist in the 1940s who probably enjoyed chocolate chip cookies.  

He (17) walked / was walking past some equipment in the laboratory when he (18) felt / was feeling 

something strange in his pocket.  It was his chocolate bar and it (19) melted / was melting.  This accident 

(20) led / was leading to the invention of a new piece of cooking equipment – the microwave oven.

Put the verbs into the correct form: past simple or past continuous.15

Hi Becky,

Guess what, my sister Naomi is married!  She (1) got  (get) home from her round the world 

trip last week with a husband!!  She (2)  (meet) him when she (3)  

(travel) round New Zealand.  One afternoon, while her friends (4)  (shop),  

she (5)  (go) to look round an art gallery.  She (6)  (look) at  

a small sculpture when a young man (7)  (come) into the room and he  

(8)  (start) to put it into his rucksack.  She (9)  (call) the security 

guard because she (10)  (think) the man (11)  (try) to steal it.  She 

(12)  (be) really embarrassed to discover that he (13)  (not steal)  

it – it (14)  (belong) to him!  Anyway, he (15)  (not mind) and he  

(16)  (ask) her to go for a coffee.  They (17)  (get married) a month 

later in Bali.  We (18)  (not know) anything about it!  Can you believe it?  

He’s really nice and they are very happy together!

Love, Ada 

From: 

To: 

Subject:

Ada

Becky

Naomi

Units
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Units
Past simple and past continuous

Here is part of the website of a rock star called Aidan Flanagan.  Put the verbs into the 

correct form: past simple or past continuous.

Aidan Flanagan was born in 1994 in Bray near Dublin,  

Ireland. In 2011 he became very seriously ill.  While he  

(1) was recovering  (recover) at home, his uncle  

(2)  (give) him an old drumkit.  He enjoyed  

playing and practised in a friend’s garage every evening.   

One day in 2013, John Leaf, the manager of several  

successful musicians, (3)  (pass) the  

garage when he (4)  (hear) Aidan practising.   

He (5)  (bang) on the garage door and  

(6)  (invite) Aidan to appear in one of the concerts he (7)  (organise) 

that year.  Aidan, however, (8)  (not accept) Leaf’s invitation, because at that time he 

(9)  (prepare) for some important school exams.

Aidan (10)  (pass) his exams and (11)  (go) to university to study 

engineering.  There he (12)  (meet) Kim O’Malley, who (13)  (study) 

chemistry.  Kim played the saxophone.  Being students, they (14)  (not have) much 

money and they usually (15)  (work) as waiters at weekends.

One evening in April 2016, while Aidan and Kim (16)  (serve) customers, the manager 

(17)  (announce) that there would be no live music in the restaurant that night as the  

regular band could not come.  Aidan and Kim (18)  (persuade) the manager to let them  

play.  All the customers and staff (19)  (be) amazed to hear how good their music  

(20)  (be).  In the next six months Aidan and Kim (21)  (earn) so 

much money they (22)  (decide) to leave university and go on tour.  Their success has 

continued ever since.

Aidan Flanagan HOME | NEWS | ABOUT | TOURS | EXTRAS

Complete the first sentence with the verb in the past continuous.  Write a second sentence 

with the verb in the past simple to say what happened next.  Use your own ideas.

1 When my phone rang, I was watching TV.

 I answered it but it was a wrong number.

2 I  when it started to rain.

 

3 Everyone  when the lights went out.

 

4 When we came out of the cinema, the sun 

 

16

17

Units

5–6
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Choose the correct alternative.

adam:  Hello, Mike.  What (1) are you doing / do you do in my part  

of London?

mike:  Well, actually, (2) I’m looking / I look at these new flats  

(3) they’re building / they build down the road here.

adam:  Well, (4) they’re looking / they look quite cool, but  

(5) I’m thinking / I think they’re quite expensive.  So  

(6) are you wanting / do you want to move to this area?

mike: Yes.  In fact, well, the news is that Mandy and I (7) are getting / get married.

adam: Oh, wow!  Congratulations.  When (8) were you deciding / did you decide?

mike:  Only last week.  It was while (9) we were staying / we stayed with her family in Scotland.  

Now (10) we try / we’re trying to find a suitable flat.

adam: I hope you manage to buy one of these.

mike:  Oh, (11) we aren’t looking / we don’t look for one to buy.  (12) We aren’t having / 

We don’t have enough money yet.  (13) We’re wanting / We want to rent one.

adam:  Yes, of course.  That’s what Anna and I (14) did / were doing at first.  After that, my brother  

(15) was lending / lent us some money.  That’s how (16) we were managing / we managed 

to buy ours.

mike: You’re right.  We must talk to our families before (17) we choose / we’re choosing a flat.

adam:  Yeah, my family (18) gave / were giving us a lot of help and advice.  Now, what about a 

sandwich at my place?  It’s just round the corner.

mike:  Oh yes, thanks.  (19) I looked / I was looking for somewhere to eat when (20) I was bumping / 

I bumped into you.

Put the verbs into the correct form: present simple, present continuous, past simple or 

past continuous.

1 I remember the day you got engaged.  I was having   a shower when you phoned.  (have)

2 He tried to explain his problems to his parents, but they just  what 

he was talking about.  (not / understand)

3 What have you put in my burger?  It  absolutely disgusting.  (taste)

4 Leo always claimed that he was innocent, but for many years no one   

him.  (believe)

5 It’s a great jacket, I know, but unfortunately it  to me.  I’m just  

borrowing it for the party this evening.  (not / belong)

6 Why  a coat?  You’ll freeze to death in this cold wind!  (you / not / wear)

7 Zoe fell over and hurt her ankle when she  this morning.  ( jog)

8 While I was admiring the view, someone  my phone from my bag. 

(steal)

9 Look!  that man standing at the checkout? I’m sure I know him.  

(you / see)

10 Tea or coffee? I’m making both, so just say which you  .  (prefer)

18

19

Units
137- 
145

Present and past
(I do / I am doing and I did / I was doing)

Units
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Units
Present and past

There are mistakes in eight of these sentences.  Correct the sentences where necessary. 

Write ‘OK’ if the sentence is already correct.

1 The coffee is smelling wonderful. The coffee smells wonderful.

2 Last year we visited Australia. OK

3 The ship sank because the engineer wasn’t calling for  

help until it was too late.

4 My brother is always texting during movies.    

It's so distracting!

5 How is Jennifer?  Does her health improve? 

6 You’re quite right, I’m completely agreeing with you. 

7 What did you after you left school? 

8 Now I understand what you’re trying to say! 

9 I can’t imagine why you were believing all those stories. 

10 Martin looked forward to a quiet evening when his brother  

came home from the football match with ten friends.

11 Philippa heard the election result as she was driving  

to work, so she immediately stopped and phoned me.

12 I’m sorry, I’ve spilt your drink.  Where are you  

keeping the paper towels?

Complete the email with suitable verbs in the correct form: present simple, present 

continuous, past simple or past continuous.

20

21

Hi Anita,

Thanks for the text you (1) sent  yesterday.  I (2)  to feel better now 

although my back still (3)  if I (4)  too far.

Last night I (5)  some friends who (6)  dinner near here.  

I (7)  to the cafe quite easily, but while I (8)  home,  

my back (9)  to ache really badly.  So today I (10)   

more careful.

Remember that great song we heard during Laura’s birthday meal? Well, I finally  

(11)  to find out who sings it! They have a concert next month if you  

(12)  to go together? You could invite John too – I know you  

(13)  for a thank-you gift for him.

I must lie down now because my back (14)  to hurt again.  Come and  

see me soon.  I’m OK, but you know me, I (15)  bored very quickly!

Love, Alice

From: 

To: 

Subject:

Alice

Anita

Hiya!

Units
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