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We welcome your questions and comments about articles in and topics for
this almanac. Mail all editorial correspondence to Editor, The Old Farmer’s
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Thank you for buying this almanac! We hope that you find it “useful, with a
pleasant degree of humor.” Thanks, too, to everyone who had a hand in it,
including advertisers, distributors, printers, and sales and delivery people.

No part of this almanac may be reproduced in whole or in part, or stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or other) without written permission
of the publisher.

OUR CONTRIBUTORS

DAVID BARTONE writes the Farmer’s Calendars from his multi-acre
permaculture homestead in the western Massachusetts foothills. A faculty
member at UMass Amherst’s University Without Walls, he teaches courses
in writing, sustainability, and other subjects. His poetry books include
Spring Logic (H_NGM_N, 2010) and Practice on Mountains (Ahsahta
Press, 2014).

BOB BERMAN, our astronomy editor, leads annual tours to Chilean
observatories as well as to view solar eclipses and the northern lights. He is
the author of 12 books, including Zoom (2014) and Earth-Shattering:
Violent Supernovas, Galactic Explosions, Biological Mayhem, Nuclear
Meltdowns, and Other Hazards to Life in Our Universe (2019), both
published by Little, Brown and Company.

DAN CLARK writes the weather doggerel verse that runs down the center
of the Right-Hand Calendar Pages. His late father, Tim Clark, wrote the



weather doggerel for more than 40 years.

BETHANY E. COBB, our astronomer, is an Associate Professor of Honors
and Physics at George Washington University. In addition to conducting
research on gamma-ray bursts and teaching astronomy and physics courses
to non—science majors, she enjoys rock climbing, figure skating, and reading
science fiction.

CELESTE LONGACRE, our astrologer, often refers to astrology as “a
study of timing, and timing is everything.” A New Hampshire native, she has
been a practicing astrologer for more than 40 years. Her book, Celeste’s
Garden Delights (2015), is available on her website, CelesteLongacre.com.

BOB SMERBECK and BRIAN THOMPSON, our meteorologists, bring
more than 50 years of forecasting expertise to the task, as well as some
unique early accomplishments: a portable, wood-and-PVC-pipe tornado
machine built by Bob and prescient 5-day forecasts made by Brian—in fourth
grade.
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To Patrons

WEATHERING

The bedrock of this humble publication is our long-range
weather predictions—correct, or close to it, much of the
time. Founder Robert B. Thomas studied astronomy,
basing his formula on the Sun’s magnetic storm cycles,
believing in the predictive power of data.

Weather has bound together Almanac readers ever
since. You tell us that you depend on these pages for an
outlook for your farm or garden, or because youre a
stargazer, a mail carrier, or emergency personnel—anyone
for whom the weather matters.

To read 234 years of the Almanac is to witness that the
human condition is about weathering storms—both literal
and allegorical—about coming through, persisting. How we
endure matters. The Almanac finds greatness in the deeds
of daily life, in expressing gratitude for simple gifts. In this
spirit, this year’s essayists remind us that the best gifts
come from the heart.

The noun weather is from the Old English and Dutch
weder, meaning air, sky, breeze, as well as storm, tempest.
The verb weather is linked to Middle English wederen, to
expose to open air, to dry by airing.

Whether weathering foul weather, personal challenges,
or a public crisis, time is the only fix we can count on. With
time, everything changes—including the weather.



That’s likely why kairos, the Greek word for time, was
used to mean weather in the Byzantine era. The Latin
tempestas also originally meant time, and words for time
came to mean weather in Irish, aimsir, and Polish, czas.

Though we can accurately predict the weather (to about
80%), we can’t forecast how the costs of paper and
distribution will rise and fall. Therefore, your greatest gift
to us is your continued patronage; together, we can
weather any storm.

—C. C., June 2025

May this year’s Almanac be worthy of its predecessors.
It is by our works and not our words that we would be
judged. These, we hope, will sustain us in the humble

though proud station we have so long held in the name of
Your obedient servant,
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