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For Addie, a great artist, writer, and friend—
| can’t wait to read your books one day!
—T.T.5.

For the librarians and the teachers—you help readers
become writers and doodlers become artists.
—M.H.
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BEWARE THE
DARKNESS OF DRAGONS,

BEWARE THE
STALKER OF DREAMS,

BEWARE THE TALONS
OF POWER AND FIRE,

BEWARE ONE WHO IS
NOT WHAT SHE SEEMS.

SOMETHING/IS: COMING.
TO SHAKE THEEARTH,

SOMETHING IS COMING
TO SCORCH THE CROUND:

JADE MOUNTAIN WILL FALL
FENEATH THUNDER AND ICE

UNLESS THE LOST CITY
OF NICHT CAN BE FOUND,
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PROLOGUE: FOUR YEARS AGO
NIGHTWING ISLAND

an

ANYTHING TCAN'T
TONIGHT! COULD HAPPEN IF LET ANYONE
L
7 A OR STOP ME.

WHERE ARE YOU
GOING AT THIS HOUR, 1 THOUGHT I'D
SECRETKEEPER? HUNT FOR A BOAR
IN THE RAINFOREST.
PREYHUNTER! FOR THE QUEEN.

I JUST-CAN'T SLEEP-

TWO FULL MOONS
TONIGHT. JUST
LKE WHEN T LEFT
IT THERE.

AH, KEEPING THE
QUEEN HAPPY!
ALWAYS A GOOD IDEA.
SEE YOU SOON.

IN THE RAINFOREST, BUT WHAT WILL SHE PEALLY
MY DRAGONET CAN IF THERES A BE SAFE HERE>
HATCH SAFELY AND PANTHER? WLIAT IF SOMEONE
GROW UP HEALTHY. OR A CROCODILE? FINDS HER?
FAR AWAY FROM THE OR WORSE? HIDING AN EGEG IS
VOLCANG AND THE DID I DO THE ONE THING. BUT
SMOKE AND STARVATION RIGHT THING? A WHOLE
AND PULES AND DRACONET-

MISERY.
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How DID
IT ROLL
OVER
HERE?

I'M YOUR
MOTHER, LITTLE
ONE. I'M GOING DON'T LEAVE THIS
TO CALL YOU SPOT UNTIL T COME BACK.
MOONWATCHER. _ - IT'S VERY DANGEROUS OUT
\ — THERE. STAY SECRET. STAY

HIDDEN. STAY SAFE.







T REALLY, REALLY
DON'T WANT TO
STAY HERE,

I LIKE BEING WHEREVER
YOU ARE, MOTHER. AND T
DON'T MIND THE OTHER
NIGHTWINGS THAT MUCH.

MOST OF THEM ARE
AWFUL TO YOU FOR GROWING
UP IN THE RAINFOREST,
AND YOU KNOW IT.

YOU'LL BE WITH MUCH
NICER DRAGONS HERE.

I WANT TO BE
WITH YOu.

»
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T KNOW, BUT YOU
HAVE TO. AND IT'LL BE

GOOD FOR YOU. BETTER
THAN THE VILLAGE.

AT LEAST JADE MOUNTAIN
WON'T BE FULL OF MIGHTWINGS.

J




AND YOU'LL MAKE
FRIENDS HERE,
MOON. I'M SURE

YOU WILL.

T'M NOT A WEIRD
LITTLE DIAMOND!

NO ONE CAN KNOW
ABOUT YOUR CURSE.

umExETwmcs Loy%gﬂp AND HOW WILL YOU
liecoginss MAKE FRIENDS IF YOU
: KEEP GUESSING THEIR

THOUGHTS?

SO DON'T LET
THEM FIND OUT,
ALL RIGHT?

B N« T

STOP DOING THAT,
REMEMBER? IF YOU

YOUR HEAD, DON'T

YOU NEED TO

ONLY HEAR IT IN
RESPOND.

TKNOW.
STAY SECRET.
STAY HIDDEN.

STAY SAFE.




MOTHER. ISN'T THIS REALLY
DANGEROUS? WHAT IF T MAKE
A MISTAKE HERE, WITH ALL
THESE DRAGONS ARQUND?

T KNOW BEING A MIND
READER IS TERRIBLE,
BUT IF YOU KEEP IT SECRET,
YOU CAN STILL HAVE A

NORMAL LIFE. NO ONE
MEEDS TO KNOW YOU'RE
NOT A NORMAL DRAGON.

UNDERSTAND?

YOU WON'T.
YOU'LL BE
CAREFUL,

ARE YOU READY
TO GO INSIDE?

NOT YET. CAN WE

WATCH FOR A LITTLE PP\ G2
LONGER? -

MOON IS SO NERVOUS
ALL THE TIME. I'M SURE
I WAS MEVER THAT
NERVOUS WHEN I WAS
A DRAGONET.

DON'T YOU THINK
MAYBE THERE'S A
REASON I'M LIKE THIS?
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DO YOU SEE THE .
ONE WITH THE ROPES QUEEN CORAL.
OF PEARLS? T THINK
THAT'S THEIR QUEEN!

TWO OF THEM MUST
BE HER DAUGHTERS,
SINCE SHE NEVER LETS
THEM OUT OF HER
SIGHT. I DON'T KNOW
WHO THE THIRD
SEAWING IS.

REMEMBER NOT

TRV, MOTHER'S A LOT MORE

WORRIED ABOUT WHETHER
T MEAN, THANK YOU \ OTHER DRAGONS WILL LIKE
FOR TELLING ME, BUT \ ME THAN IF I'LL LIKE THEM.
OTHER DRAGONS ; /
MIGHT NOT LIKE YOU
IF YOU ALWAYS KNOW
ALL THE ANSWERS.

e e




I'M REALLY
NOT SURE ABOUT
THIS

IT'LL BE GREAT.
T'LL TAKE CARE OF
ANEMONE, T PROMISE.

HI, AUKLET!
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OH. T'M A SNAIL-BRAIN. THAT MUST BE
QUEEN CORALS OTHER DAUGHTER, TSUNAMI.
THE ONE FROM THE PROPHECY!

ME TOO, ME TOO!

T WANT T0 GO TO . YOU ARE MUCH TOO YOUNG.
SCHOOL, Too! - : T CAN'T RISK YOU, ESPECIALLY
g WHILE ANEMONE'S AWAY.
TM ONLY ALLOWING THIS
BECAUSE ANEMONE BADCERED
ME EVERY DAY

MAYBE NEXT

YOU CAN COME HOME
ANYTIME, UNDERSTAND? IF YOU
FEEL THREATENED, OR LONELY, OR =

MOTHER WANT TO KEEP ME
CLOSE LIKE THAT?

v

IS IT BECAUSE
SHE THINKS I'™M
CURSED?

I'MNOT SURE T
WANT TO BE "NORMAL"
IF IT MEANS THINKING
ONLY MY OWN
THOUGHTS AND ALWAYS
ABOUT MYSELF, LIKE
MOST MIGHTWINGS.

BUT MAYBE HERE,
I CAN LEARN TO
ACT NORMAL.




THIS 1€ ONE OF YOUR

BROTHERS. HE HEARD
ABOUT THIS AND REALLY
WANTED TO COME, TOO.

WHICH OME ARE YOU

THIRTY? I HAVE WHY DIDN'T YOU

ONE OF MY BROTHERS?

T GUESS T KNEW MALE THIRTY BROTHERS? AEMTION THES PEFCRER

EGGS SURVIVED WHEN
YOUR FEMALE ECCS WERE WHO CARES ABOUT
DESTROYED-BUT I DIDN'T THEM? THEY CAN'T
THINK ABOUT BROTHERS INHERIT THE THRONE.

THERE ARE f . S ¢
ABOUT THIRTY UYL
OF US.
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I CAN'T READ HIS MIND.
THERE'S NOTHING
JUST A QUIET FUZZ.

THE BLANKNESS
FEELS... SOOTHING.

I'VE ONLY MET A COUPLE

OF DRAGONS WHO COULD

BLOCK MY MIND READING
AT ALL.

THEY DON'T EVEN
SEEM TO KNOW
THEY RE DOING IT.
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LIKE QUEEN GLORY.
WHEN SHE'S UNCOMFORTABLE,
THIS INSTINCTIVE WALL COMES

UP AROUND HER MIND.

BUT TURTLE'S MIND
DOESN'T FEEL LIKE A THORNY
WALL THAT RADIATES
T'VE QOT SECRETS,
KEEP OUT.

HE'S JUST...
SEREMELY STILL.

HOW IS HE HIDING HIS
THOUGHTS SO ABSOLUTELY?

HE LOOKS SO PLACID
AND ORDINARY.

ON THE OTHER TALON, I'VE
LEARNED THAT NO ONE'S REALLY
ORDINARY ON THE INSIDE.
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WELL, I'M HAPPY TO

MEET YOU, TURTLE. T WANT TO SEE

EVERYTHING BEFORE
T LEAVE.

WHAT'S CONG ON?
IMALL.. DIZZY..

OF COURSE, MOTHER.
COME INSIDE.

EVERYTHING'S QOING
IS THE MOUNTAI., DARK O NO

SLIDING DOWN
ON ME..?

THAT'S TURTLE...
AND ANEMONE.
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